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body, ascends gloriously by the arciradi path or
devayana, led by a Divine guide to Vaikuntha
beyond this world and the world of the devas. When
the body dies, the rnumuksv. has a glimpse of the
Brahmanadi. This nddi throws light on the path
and he soars gloriously to Vaikuntha, through
the shining regions of Indra, 6urya and other
Devas, crosses the river Viraja and goes beyond.
He is freed from avidya and karma and the subtle
body by bathing in the purifying waters of Viraja.
Then he reaches Vaikuntha, sees Brahman face
to face, attains union with Him and enjoys eternal
bliss. Though the language used by the Upani-
sad in this ascent and attainment is the earthly
language of space, time and sensibility, it is really
beyond human description. Vaikuntha is beyond
space and time, mind and body and Brahman has
a formless form, is eternal, ever self-shining and
blissful. The mukta becomes one with Him and
is immortal and ever blissful.  He no longer
returns to this world of karma and is no longer
bound by prakrti or kola.  In the state of bliss
he is one with Brahman though he exists as a
distinct entity. The muktas are spiritually united
and as they are free, their desires are at once
fulfilled. They may serve the Lord without any
taint of egoity and serve each other and fulfil
the redeeming purpose of the Lord who longs to